East of England Biodiversity Forum Meeting Minutes 21st April 2010
	Present

Steve Scott (chair) Forestry Commission
Gen Broad ~ Suffolk LBAP

Mark Iley ~ Essex LBAP

Richard Rafe ~ Natural England
Catherine Wyatt ~ Herts LBAP

Mary Norden ~ RSPB

Fabiola Blum ~ Cambs & Peterborough LBAP

Simon Odell ~ Landscape East

Scott Perkin ~ Norfolk LBAP

Catherine Weightman ~ Natural England
Mike Drew ~ Anglian Water
Diana Curtis ~ Natural England

Jo Warley ~ EoELGA
	Apologies

Heather Webb ~ Beds & Luton LBAP

Will Akast ~ Environment Agency
Andy Allen ~ Wildlife Trusts



	Agenda Item
	
	Action

	1 Matters arising
	Julian Small’s IBDA presentation to be uploaded onto EEBF website

Some regions struggling to select IBDA’s but all regions required to submit by June

£15K funding available for the three EoE regional IBDA’s plus £5K for Fens and Breckland Biodiversity Audit. The three IBDA’s in region have a functioning partnership. Still many unknowns and no progress until guidance from national leads.


	CW

	2 points arising from updates
	EEBF update – meeting agreed format and content was good – subject matter could be grouped. Needs to be uploaded onto EEBF website
FC Open Habitats Review – the creation of open habitats from woodland following consultation. Ratio of 10ha of new woodland = 1ha of open woodland creation

Site checklist needs to be defined. A regional consultation workshop planned summer/autumn 2010 details to follow 

Opportunities for regional bid on BAP habitats. LBAPs to discuss amongst their partnerships. List of ideas for Dawn Issac. A ‘speculating’ budget exists within NE to prime project ideas 

LBAP chairs meeting to be held mid Sept to discuss the  future, funding and other issues 

Dates to be circulated

Need to demonstrate again the added values of local BAP partnerships, case studies required, leaflet to be completed by June for NE and LA’s audience. Information to be with MR by mid May.

Organise a meeting around the collection of case studies/good news stories/what LBAPs do

Regional Marine conference to launch marine BAP to be organised mid November 2010 


	CW
 SS

LBAP coordinators

CW 

MR 

LBAP coordinators 

MR CW 

GB, MI SP

	3 Reports on NI197 LoWS and regional BAP spp
	NI197 LoWS report - NE commissioned report from Wildlife Trusts. Some figure may be inaccurate and an addendum may be required. Feedback, comments and any factual errors by end April to MR
Potential for regional workshop following report to share best practice. Canvass any interest for this event

UK BAP Priority Species and Species of Principal Importance in the East of England – now completed by HW. 

Analysis difficult, information scarce for some groups. Await national input. Upload to EEBF website

RR worked on birds – send to MN
NE national species work to be devolved to regional level
	All

MR

CW

RR

	4 EEBF workplan
	CW presented a draft EEBF 2010/2011workplan 
Three Generations project – impact on species through climate change with Climate Action East

Revise EEBF actions at LBAP forum is September in light of evolving political, funding and structural environment. Any feedback on workplan to CW  
	All

	5 Monitoring of regional HAP targets
	Close to publishing 2015 targets. Call for data has been circulated to LBAPs by SS for response by 14th May
Need data from NE agri-environment schemes via Genesis. However whilst possible to extract data from 2005 onwards it is unlikely to be available back to 1996. Changes in process have created problems NE to respond

There will be issues of double counting but SS to collate data from LBAPs, Genesis and others 

BARS has failed to work in this respect. There are clearly problems which must be addressed for the future. SS to raise at higher level
	LBAPs

RR

ALL SS

SS

	6 Regional Biodiversity Opportunities Map
	Problem with licences to cover issues of infringing intellectual property rights of data providers. Waiting for the Landscape Forum to supply wording. No sharing of GIS layers until this is resolved but PDF’s may be used/circulated. Dave Hunt & Jonathon Dicks of NE to take forward. This must be resolved by June  

The map has been in the public domain for c. 3 months

The map is formally adopted at this meeting the EEBF and it is to be called the Biodiversity Opportunity Map
	

	7 Regional ANGST standards
	Diana Curtis of NE presented progress on Regional ANGST standards and circulated regional map.
Contract had been let to TLP and due to be completed mid May. DC will forward to CW and then to LBAPs

NE Report ‘Nature Nearby’ NE265 just published.

Map displays each cell of 1500 households by postcode. Each cell graded by accessibility only (not quality of greenspace) derived from a number of datasets listed in the legend. 

Map key needs revision prior to public circulation with %s added.

This analysis will be correlated against health and social deprivation then used to target HLS agreements  to improve access provision

PDF of  regional or smaller areas are available from DC Diana.Curtis@naturalengland.org.uk
Any feedback to DC 

It was noted that correlations were apparent between Regional Biodiversity Opportunities map and the Regional Angst map and will prove useful in producing integrated objectives for Joint Character Areas
	DC CW

All

	8 LRC’s & Defra Innovations Projects
	LRC project is complete and report is imminent. Will not circulate as it is a large document and will be uploaded onto EEBF website. Exec summary and project briefing implementation will be circulated.
Three initiatives

1 Standardising data across the region project led by Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service NBIS. An officer is in post and will shortly contact LRCs. Additional Defra funding through NE
2 raising the profile of Regional LRCs led by Cambs and Peterboro Biological Records Centre. Post readvertised may extend deadline or ‘buy in’ staff from elsewhere. Will work closely in support of LRCs including Essex, targeting public bodies.

3 NE funding each LRC

£15K available to reinvigorate BRIE (Biological Records in Essex) Pilot study started with Tendring DC then use product to promote across Las in Essex. Next year another £15K available – discussion on a data manager post.

Lorna Shaw Records Officer at Essex Wildlife Trust working 2 days per week on it until Dec 2010.

Meeting agreed the lack of an LRC was a massive and damaging deficiency in the region.


	

	9 IYB events
	Funding of specific EEBF events was discussed. Agreed better to support ready planned events and badge under IYB2010 
IYB2010 website collating events in region. Small amounts of NE funding available contact CW


	All

	10 Fens Wetland Vision
	CW gave update eon Fens WV. Biodiversity led and now becoming an IBDA. Will need project officer and possibly EU funding. Linkages with EA habitat creation project. Minutes available,  CW to circulate
	CW

	11 AOB
	Anglia Water has been selected as an award finalist by the British Association of Communication in Business for their communication of biodiversity work within the company.
Green infrastructure map available in Regional Landscape Group newsletter via SO 

Consultation on Planning Policy Statement incorporating PPS9 has begun comments by 1st June. ALGAE and IEEM are submitting comments
EEBF to submit a response. MR to send existing NE response to SP and SO. They will draft and will circulate to EEBF members

NE is funding a regional Officer based at Norfolk WT. Nick Carter is in post and will be contacting LBAP partnerships shortly


	MR SP SO

	
	The meeting closed at 4.00pm
	

	
	
	


